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portion of Israel, of the Ebionim, and the Ana vim. The wonderful fifty-third chapter, which has been so often supposed to refer to Christ, really refers to the idealised figure of devout Israel. Some phrases in it may be connected with the story of the sufferings of Jeremiah.
The great anonymous poet cared very little, it would seem, for the law, and not much for circumcision or for fasting. The magnificent sixtieth chapter, taken up by the Seer of the Apocalypse and idealised by Christianity, is still a reflection of the golden dream of the best portion of the world.
The two Isaiahs so closely linked together by their genius and their hopes, so widely severed in time, were the intellectual forerunners of Jesus, of the Evangelists, of the author of the Apocalypse, of the Alexandrian Sibyllists, of the Abbot Joachim, and of the followers of the Eternal Gospel. From the summit of the mountain on which stands the second Isaiah, we look across over a deep depression to another mountain on which stands Jesus. Of all the books of the Bible, the second Isaiah has furnished the greatest amount of material which has been worked up by Christianity. It has passed almost bodily into the oratory of the